Setting Targets for Students 
Not Meeting in the Prior Year
The “gap” is the difference between a student’s score and the cut score.
	
	Gap Closure each year

	Grade
	Reading
	Math

	3 to 4
	7/18
	39%
	7/16
	44%

	4 to 5
	7/16
	44%
	6/14
	43%

	5 to 6
	4/13
	31%
	3/12
	25%

	6 to 7
	5/14
	36%
	5/15
	33%

	7 to 8
	4/9
	44%
	4/10
	40%

	8 to 10
	5/5
	100%
	6/6
	100%


How is the gap closure calculated?
· It is based on the proportion of the 3 years of expected growth that is to occur in the first year.

· For example, from 4th to 7th grade the reading cut-score goes up by 16 points.  Seven points of this occurs from grade 4 to 5. So we expect all students to show 7/16 of the growth toward the 7th grade standard in the 5th grade year.

· This translates to students reducing their “gap” by 7/16.

Example of Setting a Target
· Start with a student with a 4th grade reading score of 197.
· This is 14 points below standard in 4th grade. 
· By 5th grade the student needs to reduce this gap by (7/16ths) 44%

· This means a reduction of 7 (always rounded up) in the gap.

· The target is to be 7 points below standard in 5th grade

· This gives a “target” of 211 = 218-7.

